NE A L E DO NA L D WA LS CH:
To m o rrow ’s God in Ac t i o n

n the last couple of years, a wave of shock and horror has gone t hrough
the hearts and minds of people all over the globe as t hey have wit nessed innocent people being beheaded by ext remists in the Middle
East. We are compelled t o ask, “What could cause hum an beings to d o
such a thing?”
We asked ourselves similar questions after the cat aclys mic events of
September 11, 2001. What state of mind could produce an action like flying a planeload of civilians into a building? On television, w e saw crow ds
of people in t he Middle East cheering and dancing in the streets in
response. Our culture realized that the hijacking w asn’t just the action of
nineteen men. We sat in stunned silence as we realized that not only could
this event occur, but that thousands of people could agree with it. A whole
swath of humanity has collectively created a stat e of being that allow s
them to embrace mass m urder with joy and celebration.

I

These events have prompt ed philosophers and spiritual leaders t o ask
us all, “What role, if any, do you think t hat you or your society have
played in the creation of this extraordinary event?” As tute people began
to see that personal responsibility isn’t just a concept without functional
realit y; there’s a d irect connect ion between the mental and spiritual health
of t he planet and t he individual health of the people on it .
We are in a time of introspection, in w hich individuals have begun t o
see the connection betw een planetary health and vibrance, and t he health
of the human species; t he views of individuals, assem bled into a conNe ale Do n ald Wals ch is th e au tho r o f fifteen bo o k s, an d fo u nd er o f th e n o n p ro fit
Con v ers atio n s With Go d Fo u n d atio n . In 1 9 9 2 , after fou r failed mar riag es, p o o r
health, s p o tty re latio n sh ip s with h is child ren , an d lo s in g h is jo b , h e fired o ff a n an gry
letter to Go d —an d to h is s ur p ris e, received an an s wer filled with pr o fo u n d tru th s .
Tho s e an s wer s h a ve to u ched th e lives o f million s of peo p le th ro u gh h is b o o ks , mo s t
recen tly To mo r ro w’s God (Atr ia, 2 0 04 ). He re cen tly created Hu man ity ’s Tea m, a
wo r ld wide grass ro o ts mo ve men t to cata ly ze th e emergen ce o f a n ew fo rm o f s p iritu ality o n Ea rth. Fu ll in fo rmatio n is fo u n d at w ww. Hu man itys Team. com .
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sciousness held by a large num ber of people, becomes our collectively created experience. Right now, you could walk down the street in many cities
and not find a single pers on w ho understands that it is the most sacred
beliefs of individuals in the w orld that create our collective behavior. The
beliefs that humanit y currently holds about itself are s imply no longer
viable and no longer serve us.
Where do we start? There are five fallacies about God, and five fallacies about life, that creat e dys function, violence, conflict, and a s tate of continuing turmoil on this planet. The five fallacies about God are:
1. Humans believe t hat God needs somet hing.
2. Humans believe that God can fail to get what He needs.
3. Humans believe that God has separat ed them from Him because
they have not given Him what H e need s.
4. Humans believe that God st ill needs what H e needs so badly that
God now requires them, from their separated position, to give it to
Him.
5. Humans believe that God w ill destroy them if they do not meet His
requirements.
It ’s im port ant to draw the connection between caus e and effect, t o
show how a belief in this creates an outcom e called that. The firs t fallacy,
that God needs something, is a self-destruct ive belief. As soon as w e construct a God who needs something in particular in order to be happy, in
the absence of which H e will be unhappy and send
-§There’s a direct con dow n His wrath, w e set up a damaging idea of deity
nection between the
itself. The consequence of this belief is t hat it gives us
mental and spiritual
human beings the moral authority to act in similar
health of the planet
ways tow ard each other—and consider it normal.
and the individual
We t hen const ruct our social conventions, our
health of the people
legal systems, our political realities, our econom ic
on it.
-§models—in fact the whole fabric of human int eractions—based on the moral authorit y we gat her from a God who behaves
in this w ay. We allow ourselves to say, for inst ance, that, “If you don’t fulfill my needs in this relationship I w ill also punish and condemn you. It
m ay even be perfectly okay to kill you, because sacred scripture authorizes me to do so.” Virtually every scripture—the Koran, t he Bible, the
Bhagavad Gita, and t he Book of Mormon—talks about a God who not
only becomes angry and kills people, but instructs all other humans to kill
them as well. So just that one single idea, that God needs something to be
happy, sends people running to the hills, trying to figure out, “What is it
that God needs?”
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Eight different people will provide eight different answers to that
quest ion. Who has it right? Once we’ve chosen one, we hope that we made
the correct choice. Then, most dangerously, we turn around and call the
other seven w rong, and decide what their punis hment should be for being
wrong. We look to the same misunderstandings and t he s ame fallacious
beliefs to det erm ine that punishment as we did to dis cover our original
idea of God. We pile fallacy upon fallacy, error upon error, mistake upon
mistake. We look to t he same God we misunders tood in the first place t o
help us understand the answer to the ques tion, “What shall we do with
those w ho don’t unders tand you?” Those outcomes can range anywhere
from a simple admonition to something far more drast ic, like crucifixion.
Every human construction, our ent ire global system , is based on fallacious fundament al beliefs that have no basis in ultim ate reality. The five
fallacies about life are:
1. Human beings are separate from each other.
2. There is not enough of what human beings need to be happy.
3. To get the stuff of which there is not enough, human beings must
compete with each other.
4. Some human beings are better t han other human beings.
5. It is appropriate for human beings to resolve severe differences created by all the other fallacies by killing each other.
These flaw ed perceptions began when we were in very primitive
stages of development as a species. During the earliest days of humanit y’s
evolution, the world outside of us was largely out side of our unders tanding and comprehension. We simply saw what we
-§saw. We did not know why t hings happened the
The beliefs that human way t hey did.
ity currently holds
about
itself are simply
In those very early days w e knew that there
no longer viable and no
was s om ething out there. What it was, we did not
longer serve us.
know. And with the first lightning bolt t hat struck,
-§with the first peal of thunder, we were clear that it
was more powerful than us. When we saw a volcano erupt, when we saw
a shooting star, w e said, “That ’s a lot bigger than me. I can’t make something like that happen. What did make it happen?” Quite naturally, early
humans came to the ass umption that there was somet hing in the universe
larger than thems elves. From there it was a very short leap to asking,
“How can I please that force, so the rain w ill com e and I can grow my
crops? H ow can I control thes e effects I see in m y exterior world? There
must be some way.”
What you think becomes your reality. That ’s true whether it’s practiced in the year 2005, 21 B.C. or 2 million years ago. In t his day and age,
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when the thinkers are of relatively high consciousness, this can be a plus,
but the process can be a minus if t he people doing the thinking are just
barely evolved enough to grapple with t hese ideas . So if our ancestors,
when they saw fire in the sky, did a little dance, and t he fire s topped, from
that day on they connect ed their dance with the fire stopping.
I once gave a lecture at the Church of Today in Michigan. This church
was in an old building with a tin roof, and it started to rain. Even with
am plification, the congregation couldn’t hear m e. I watched all 1,400 faces
look up at the roof when the rain began. It was 11 o’clock in t he morning
of an all-day retreat , and I realized I’d lost my audience.
I said—as loudly as I could—int o my microphone, “The rain is really
hard to hear over, isn’t it?” Nods said, “Y es.” It was coming down in
sheet s. I jokingly said, “Not to worry, I’ll make it st op.” At that moment it
-§stopped. The whole audience was awed. After that
We’re going to create a
they hung on every w ord I said.
new God, tomorrow’s
God, right here on earth
during the course of the
next twenty-five years.
We’re going to create a
less dysfunctional one.
-§-

That’s how shamanism got started. No one
back then had the consciousness to know any better, not even t he shaman. H e also thought, “This
how it happens .” He was so convinced t hat his
dance was m aking it rain, t hat the next five times
he danced, four out of those five tim es t he rain
began. Your thought creates your reality. The thought becam e t he reality
which became the thought which became the reality. That ’s how the cycle
began. There was so much faith put in the healer, the m edicine man, that
he becam e effective by virt ue of that first accident and the shared belief
that arose from it . Eventually t hese attempts to control our exterior environment became mythologies, and t he mythologies turned into religions.
People believed that It, whatever It was, needed something in order to feel
bett er. Since we humans needed things in order to be happy, w e thought
God must be the sam e w ay. We created God in t he image and likeness of
man.
We creat e God. And we’re going to create a new God, tomorrow’s
God, right here on earth during the cours e of the next twenty-five years .
We’re going to create a les s dysfunctional one. In my book The New
Revelations, I invite you to take the Five Steps to Peace. In taking t hese
steps, you:
1. Acknowled ge that some of your old beliefs about God and about
Life are no longer working.
2. Acknowledge that there is something you do not underst and about
God and about Life, the underst anding of which w ill change everything.
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3. Are willing for a new understanding of God and Life to now be
brought forth, an understanding that could produce a new way of life
on the earth.
4. Are courageous enough to explore and exam ine this new understanding, and, if it aligns w it h your inner truth and knowing, to
enlarge your belief s ystem to include it.
5. Live your life as a dem onstrat ion of your highest and grandest
beliefs, rather t han as a denial of them .
What religion needs now is what Sir John Templet on calls “Hum ility
Theology.” He defines t his as “a t heology that is willing to admit it does
not have all the answ ers and is willing to live wit hin the question.” Our
idea t hat we have all the answ ers—about God, about life, and about each
ot her—is killing us. Yet fallibility is the one thing religious leaders can’ t
admit to. The first of the Five Steps to Peace that I identify in my work is,
“Some of our old beliefs aren’t working.” The second is, “We choose to
acknowledge there is something we don’t unders tand about God and
about life, t he understanding of which could change everything.” Can you
imagine the pope saying that? In t he sam e spirit that Martin Luther as ked
his congregation to tack The Ninety-Five Thes es on
-§church doors all over Europe in 1517, I invite you t o
Our idea that we
have all the
copy the Five Steps to Peace out of this book, and tack
answers—about
them to the church doors.
God, about life, and
Most of humanity is sleepwalking. People can be
about each other—
aroused out of that sleep. The process happens largely
is killing us.
through the entertainment industry: books, songs ,
-§television, and mot ion pictures are key means by which people are participating in the great awakening. And that process is exponential. It’s not
a 1, 2, 3, 4 progression. It ’s a 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 progression as people influence
each other.
The Conversations With God books have sold upwards of s even million copies in thirty-four languages. Those s even m illion people are talking to s even million more. So sudd enly you’re looking at fourteen, then
twenty-eight million people who are impacted by thes e messages . That’s
not a small number of people. When you multiply that by the number of
message centers, the Deepak Chopras , the Marianne Williamsons, you’re
suddenly talking 100 or 150 million people. Prett y soon, we’re approaching critical m ass and all the dominos begin to fall.
Jean Houst on uses the phrase, “jump time.” At jump time, humanity
does not evolve in a slow, upward climb. It hits critical mass and t hen
does a very rapid jump. As our conscious ness changes, our institutions
change. At jump time, we creat e a whole new cos mology that results in
the construct ion of new collect ive realities around politics , economics ,
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education, government. The way w e live our lives, collect ively, shifts and
changes during jump time. It happens relatively quickly. Over a period of
a decad e or t wo we see enormous changes, and by the end of a quarter
century—just twenty-five years—virtually everything is different.
The las t great, true jump was t he Renaiss ance. In a period of just twenty-five to thirty years, everything was different. Societ y’s at titudes toward
sexuality, our beliefs about God, science and society, everything changed ,
just like that . M any s ociologist s now agree that we are very close to the
next jump time. Cos mologis ts refer to it as an evolutionary leap; religionists call it a quickening of the spirit; I call it the
-§At jump time, we create
Great Awakening.
a whole new cosmology
that results in the construction of new collective realities around
politics, economics, education, government.
-§-

How can you play a part in this? You do it by
taking personal res ponsibility for making the people whose lives you t ouch aw are that it is tim e t o
wake up. Y ou choose to participat e in the Great
Awakening as an aw akener. You embrace the personal intention of waking up as m any people as
you can. I’ve made that t he intent ion of my life and I sus pect that I’ ve
touched some seven million people in that process. It doesn’t matter if you
just touch a dozen, because your reach extends far beyond what you
might imagine. I make this point more direct ly and m ore specifically in
each of m y books. In the most recent one, Tomorrow ’s God, I s ay it right in
the Introduct ion:
“This book has come to tell you that you can change the course of
humanity.
“You.
“Not only the people who run governments or own corporations or
lead movements or write books or are influential for some other reason.
Not only those people.
“You.
“You can change the cours e of human history.
“This is not an exaggeration. Please believe me. This in not an exaggeration.
“This book calls you to that singular undertaking. It invites you now
to internalize the wisdom of both ancient and contemporary masters
found here; not merely to hear it again, but now t o receive it, to take it in, to
absorb it at the deepest level of your being, until it becomes the essence of
who you are at the cellular level.
“Life will be inviting you over the years immediately ahead t o act and
respond from this level of Deep Knowing. What you place there now in
terms of the things you profoundly believe, and how far you spread the
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messages found here through the living of your life in a new w ay, will
make all the d ifference in the w orld to the w orld.
“Yet do not feel that you have t o do all this by yourself. Perhaps the
m ost uplifting and exciting part of the mess age that is brought to us in this
book is that now, none of us have to ’go it alone.’ We have teammat es , and
we can join them and call them to us, t o rally around humanity’ s greatest
caus e: changing ourselves and changing our world.”
I’m not t he only one who is issuing calls like this. Happily, t hese calls
are being issued from pulpit s and from lect erns. Spiritual writers and spiritual messengers all over the world are echoing them. Even some politicians are beginning to s ay these words. We are
-§If we trace a behavior
beginning t o create true m ass movement. The idea
back to the belief
that each of us is collectively responsible is gaining
that sponsored it,
traction.
and correct our

But these efforts cannot be undertaken simply at
belief, we have a
the level of behavior. If a lead er suggests w e need to
chance to correct the
change at the level of behavior, it is like putting a
behavior.
-§Band-Aid on an open wound. What people who are
currently entrenched in the system need to understand is that the solution
is not found at the level of behavior . The solution is found at the level of
belief. Every behavior s prings from —and is given birt h by—a belief. If we
trace a behavior back to the belief that sponsored it , and correct our belief,
we have a chance to correct the behavior.
Try this simple exercise. Writ e a lis t of the last five disasters in your
life. As candidly as you can, on the left side of a piece of paper, list the last
five bad decisions you made, poor choices, walls you’ve w alked into,
major problems you’ve had.
Now draw a line dow n the mid dle. On the other s ide of the page,
write down what you believed t hat caused you to do that. What belief was
behind t hat choice or d ecision?
Now cross out t he left hand sid e of the page. It is irrelevant. It’ s the
right hand side of your page that not only sponsored t hese, but lesser
behaviors; perhaps they didn’t create catastrophes but they are not doing
you any good. Go down t hat hall of mirrors to discover what belief s ponsored t his particular d is aster, which belief sponsored that one. When we
do this in workshops anywhere in the world, participants get huge “Aha’s ” w hen they s ee the connections.
I’ve set up a global educational undertaking called Humanity’s Team.
The stated mission of Humanity’s Team (www .HumanitysTeam.com) is
simply to free humanity from the oppress ion of its beliefs—about God,
about life, and about each other—in order to create a different world and
facilitat e the Great Aw akening. We’ve created New Spirituality study
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groups, and N ew Spiritualit y emotional s upport groups. Our first and primary program is ed ucation. The vision of Humanity’s Team is to create
workshops , seminars, and educational opportunit ies based on the New
Spirituality. Jimmy Breslin, the New York Times columnist, w rote, “The
civil are not organized, and the organized are not civil.” Humanity’s Team
organizes the civil around principles upon which the
-§largest number of people can honestly agree.
The degree to which
I have a one-word definition for wellness: Peace.
The degree to which you exhibit and experience
peace—which is anot her word for love—is the
essence of pers onal wellness. The same definition can
be applied to planetary wellness. The degree to
which the planet experiences being at peace is t he degree to which it’s
well. The degree to which it lacks peace is t he degree to which it lacks
wellness . The world’s environmental health, its economic health, its polit ical health, it s sociological health, and its spiritual health, are all a cumulative reflection of our collectively created reality. Wellness equals peace
on the planetary as well as on the individual level.

the planet experi ences being at peace
is the degree to
which it’s well.
-§-

The place where individual health meets planetary health is the level
of our individual beliefs, as well as the collect ive beliefs embraced by
humanity. If we as nat ionalit ies, as religious groups, as political part ies ,
have t he courage t o examine the m ost s acred of our beliefs, we will dis cover the source of our behavior. Cons idering the possibility that there
may be another way to hold reality is the key to the golden door of peace
on this planet.
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